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Genesis 1
When God began to create heaven and earth, and 
the earth then was welter and waste and darkness 
over the deep and God’s breath hovering over the 
waters, God said, “Let there be light.” And there 

was light. And God saw the light, that it was 
good, and God divided the light from the darkness. 
And God called the light Day, and the darkness He 

called Night. And it was evening and it was 
morning, first day. And God said, “Let there be a 
vault in the midst of the waters, and let it divide 

water from water.” And God made the vault and it 
divided the water beneath the vault from the 

water above the vault, and so it was. And God 
called the vault Heavens, and it was evening and 

it was morning, second day. 
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And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens 
be gathered in one place so that the dry land will 

appear,” and so it was. And God called the dry 
land Earth and the gathering of waters He called 

Seas, and God saw that it was good. And God 
said, “Let the earth grow grass, plants yielding 

seed of each kind and trees bearing fruit of each 
kind, that has its seed within it.” And so it was. 

And the earth put forth grass, plants yielding seed 
of each kind, and trees bearing fruit that has its 
seed within it of each kind, and God saw that it 

was good. And it was evening and it was morning, 
third day. 
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And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of 
the heavens to divide the day from the night, and 

they shall be signs for the fixed times and for days 
and years, and they shall be lights in the vault of 
the heavens to light up the earth.” And so it was. 

And God made the two great lights, the great light 
for dominion of day and the small light for 

dominion of night, and the stars. And God placed 
them in the vault of the heavens to light up the 
earth and to have dominion over day and night 

and to divide the light from the darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. And it was evening and it 

was morning, fourth day.
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And God said, “Let the waters swarm with the 

swarm of living creatures and let fowl fly over the 
earth across the vault of the heavens.” And God 
created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that crawls, which the water had 
swarmed forth of each kind, and the winged fowl 
of each kind, and God saw that it was good. And 

God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the water in the seas and let the fowl 

multiply in the earth.” And it was evening and it 
was morning, fifth day. And God said, “Let the 
earth bring forth living creatures of each kind, 

cattle and crawling things and wild beasts of each 
kind. And so it was.
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And God made wild beasts of each kind and cattle 
of every kind and crawling things on the ground of 

each kind, and God saw that it was good. And 
God said, “Let us make a human in our image, by 
our likeness, to hold sway over the fish of the sea 
and the fowl of the heavens and the cattle and the 
wild beasts and all the crawling things that crawl 

upon the earth. 
And God created the human in his image,

in the image of God He created him,
male and female He created them.
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And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and conquer 
it, and hold sway over the fish of the sea and the 
fowl of the heavens and every beast that crawls 

upon the earth.” And God said, “Look, I have given 
you every seed-bearing plant on the face of all the 

earth and every tree that has fruit bearing seed,
yours they will be for food. And to all the beasts of 
the earth and to all the fowl of the heavens and to 
all that crawls on the earth, which has the breath 
of life within it, the green plants for food.” And so 

it was.
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And God saw all that He had done, and, look, it 
was very good. And it was evening and it was 

morning, the sixth day. Then the heavens and the 
earth were completed, and all their array. And God 

completed on the seventh day the work He had 
done, and He ceased on the seventh day from all 

the work He had done. And God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, for on it He had 
ceased from all His work that He had done.







Poetic Structure
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 
2a the earth was complete chaos, 
2b and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
2c while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 

Genesis 1 is 
HIGHLY poetic
with rhyme, 
meter, parrerls 
and SEVEN

3-5 Separate Light (Day/Night)
6-8 Separate Sky (Waters -/+)
9-13 Separate Land/Plants
14-19 Order Light (Sun, Moon and Stars)
20-23 Order Waters (Sea Creatures)
24-31 Orders Land (Animals and Humans) 

2.1 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished and all their multitude.
2.2-3 God Rested.
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Poetic Structure
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 
2a the earth was complete chaos (wild and waste), 
2b and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
2c while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 
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And God said...Evening and Morning

Days - Good
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 Enūma Eliš Creation Myth

Mid-1800s

12c BCE

17c BCE

4 Main 
Versions

"When on High"The story, one of the oldest in the world, concerns the birth of the gods.               
and the creation of the universe and human beings. In the beginning, there was 

only undifferentiated water swirling in chaos. Out of this swirl, the waters divided 
into sweet, fresh water, known as the god Apsu, and salty bitter water, the 

goddess Tiamat. Once differentiated, the union of these two entities gave birth to 
the younger gods.

 
These young gods, however, were extremely loud, troubling the sleep of Apsu at 

night and distracting him from his work by day. Upon the advice of his Vizier, 
Mummu, Apsu decides to kill the younger gods. Tiamat, hearing of their plan, 

warns her eldest son, Enki (sometimes Ea) and he puts Apsu to sleep and kills him. 
From Apsu's remains, Enki creates his home.

 
Tiamat, once the supporter of the younger gods, now is enraged that they have 
killed her mate. She consults with the god Quingu who advises her to make war 
on the younger gods. Tiamat rewards Quingu with the Tablets of Destiny, which 
legitimize the rule of a god and control the fates, and he wears them proudly as a 
breastplate. With Quingu as her champion, Tiamat summons the forces of chaos 

and creates eleven horrible monsters to destroy her children.



 Enūma Eliš Creation Myth Cont.
 

Ea, Enki, and the younger gods fight against Tiamat futilely until, from among them, emerges.   
the champion Marduk who swears he will defeat Tiamat. Marduk defeats Quingu and kills Tiamat 
by shooting her with an arrow which splits her in two; from her eyes flow the waters of the Tigris 

and Euphrates Rivers. Out of Tiamat's corpse, Marduk creates the heavens and the earth, he 
appoints gods to various duties and binds Tiamat's eleven creatures to his feet as trophies (to 

much adulation from the other gods) before setting their images in his new home. He also takes 
the Tablets of Destiny from Quingu, thus legitimizing his reign.

 
After the gods have finished praising him for his great victory and the art of his creation, Marduk 

consults with the god Ea (the god of wisdom) and decides to create human beings from the 
remains of whichever of the gods encouraged Tiamat to make war. Quingu is charged as guilty 
and killed and, from his blood, Ea creates Lullu, the first man, to be a helper to the gods in their 

eternal task of maintaining order and keeping chaos at bay.
 

As the poem phrases it, "Ea created mankind/On whom he imposed the service of the gods, and 
set the gods free" (Tablet VI.33-34). Following this, Marduk "arranged the organization of the 
netherworld" and distributed the gods to their appointed stations (Tablet VI.43-46). The poem 

ends in Tablet VII with long praise of Marduk for his accomplishments.



 Enūma Eliš Creation Myth Cont.
 

Ea, Enki, and the younger gods fight against Tiamat futilely until, from among them, emerges.   
the champion Marduk who swears he will defeat Tiamat. Marduk defeats Quingu and kills Tiamat 
by shooting her with an arrow which splits her in two; from her eyes flow the waters of the Tigris 

and Euphrates Rivers. Out of Tiamat's corpse, Marduk creates the heavens and the earth, he 
appoints gods to various duties and binds Tiamat's eleven creatures to his feet as trophies (to 

much adulation from the other gods) before setting their images in his new home. He also takes 
the Tablets of Destiny from Quingu, thus legitimizing his reign.

 
After the gods have finished praising him for his great victory and the art of his creation, Marduk 

consults with the god Ea (the god of wisdom) and decides to create human beings from the 
remains of whichever of the gods encouraged Tiamat to make war. Quingu is charged as guilty 
and killed and, from his blood, Ea creates Lullu, the first man, to be a helper to the gods in their 

eternal task of maintaining order and keeping chaos at bay.
 

As the poem phrases it, "Ea created mankind/On whom he imposed the service of the gods, and 
set the gods free" (Tablet VI.33-34). Following this, Marduk "arranged the organization of the 
netherworld" and distributed the gods to their appointed stations (Tablet VI.43-46). The poem 

ends in Tablet VII with long praise of Marduk for his accomplishments.

Mark, J. J. (2018, May 04). 
Enuma Elish - The Babylonian 
Epic of Creation - Full Text. 
World History Encyclopedia. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.worldhistory.org/artic 
le/225/enuma-elish---the- 
babylonian-epic-of-creation---fu/

https://www.worldhistory.org/article/225/enuma-elish---the-babylonian-epic-of-creation---fu/
https://www.worldhistory.org/article/225/enuma-elish---the-babylonian-epic-of-creation---fu/


"Modern" Interpretations!

NOT until 
Fundamentalist 
movement in 
mid-1800s
"Modernist" 
Mindset

When we reflect upon the first establishment 
of creatures in the works of God from which 
he rested on the seventh day, we should not 
think either of those days as being like these 

ones governed by the sun, nor of that working 
as resembling the way God now works in 

time; but we should reflect rather upon the 
work from which times began, the work of 
making all things at once, simultaneously.

 
-St Augustine of Hippo

Literal* - Allegorical - Moral - Analogical



"Modern" Interpretations!

NOT until 
Fundamentalist 
movement in 
mid-1800s
"Modernist" 
Mindset

Usually, even a non-Christian knows 
something about the earth....Now, it is a 

disgraceful and dangerous thing for an infidel 
to hear a Christian, presumably giving the 

meaning of Holy Scripture, talking nonsense 
on these topics; 

 
-St Augustine of Hippo

 
Arguing Against 7 "Literal" Days of Creation

Literal* - Allegorical - Moral - Analogical



"Modern" Interpretations!

NOT until 
Fundamentalist 
movement in 
mid-1800s
"Modernist" 
Mindset

Young Earth Creationism (YEC)
Old Earth Creationism (OEC)

GAP Theory
Day-Age Theory

Allegorical 
Evolutionary Creation
Theistic Evolution
Historic "Analogical" 

Bible > Science



Christian Theology 
Problems

Orginal Sin?
Corruption before Fall/Curse
Is the Bible Inerrant?
Is the Bible Infalliable?
Inspirtation of Scripture

What do you 
think?

How do you 
answer these?

How would you 
answer someone 
who wants to be a 
Christian, but this 
stops them?
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